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Winter in Review 
As we move into the Season of Lent 
(Lengthening  of Days or Springtime) it is a 
joy to look back upon our 2008-2009 Winter 
events and to give thanks for the joy and 
material as well as  spiritual success we have 
experienced.  
 
On St. Stephen’s Day, Saturday, 27 
December, we held our Children’s play 
rehearsal after Liturgy and then took a crowd 
of about three dozen to “Chuck E Cheese” for 
an afternoon of mediocre pizza and great fun 
for all of the kids. It was a wonderful to see so 
many of our young people shoulder to 
shoulder  in joy filled activity. We are grateful 
to the Church school teachers and to all of the 
parents who helped with the day 
 
The next day, the children acquitted  
themselves well in presenting the traditional 
Nativity Play for the 25th consecutive year. 
Then, we shared an ample pot luck banquet 
for charity and all of the children received 
presents from Santa, delivered, once more 
through the kind heartedness of one of his 
chief helpers, Dana Gall. Another helper, 
Sandie Kennedy, helped Santa provide dozens 
of wonderful bags of holiday candy as she has 
done for almost two decades. We made over 
$500 for our Romanian Children’s Memorial 
Fund and this will be sent  for OCMC mission 
projects for children and mothers in 
Romania. There were extra presents which 
were given to the Russian, Ukrainian, 
Bulgarian and Serbian children who attended 
the Slavonic Liturgy on 7 December.  
 
Sunday, January 11th was the date of out 
Annual “Old Rus Holiday Party”. The 
children performed a Yolka program under 
the direction of Matushka Masha, the Russian 
ladies provided a wonderful luncheon and 
bake sale and around $1,500 was collected for 
te St. Petersburg Orthodox Children’s 
Hospice.  Many years to Antonina and our 
crew of Russian ladies for a terrific event. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The month of January ended with our 111th 
St. Sava Celebration. This year, all of the food 
for the Slava was donated by our 2009 
“Kumovi”, Dusica and Emelia Muntean who 
concluded the Slava Service by presenting a 
small Kolach to Sam Ivkovich and the 
Cahenzli family who will be the hosts for 
2010. There were many compliments for the 
food, all of the which was prepared by Emelia 
and Magda Blagalia. The music was provided 
by the Barbelfish band. The children 
presented the best St. Sava’s Day Program in 
years and praise was hear from almost 
everyone for food, program and music alike. 
 
Finally, we observed the Fast Free Week of 
the “Pharisee and Publican” with a Friday 
night Bar-b-q and pot luck and our quarterly 
Family Fun Night. The participation was the 
best so far and we have had requests to 
schedule some more in the year. We are 
grateful to Gari and Marko Lukich who 
organize these events. 
 
And looking forward 
It is not too early to be thinking about the 5th 
Annual Bright Week charity event which we 
call, Pan-Orthodox Dinner Dance. This is a 
charity event and the ticket price barley 
covers the cost of the venue, dinner and DJ. 
All of our “profits” are derived from our 
famous Silent Auction and Prize Raffles.  
 
There is a flyer attached with information and 
directions to “Maggiano’s Little Italy 
Restraint.”  Everyone who attended last year 
was most complimentary of the food, 
fellowship, fun and music and about one out 
of four took home a door prize more valuable 
than the price of their dinner ticket. 
 
Thank You to Matushka Kedrann Dotson 
Who enriched the liturgical life of our Parish 
by donating about a dozen sets of Sacred 
Vestment and Liturgical items which had 
previously belonged to her late Husband and 
our Brother and Concelebrant, Fr. Nicholas 
Dotson.   
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Palm, Willow and Flower Fund 
Once more, during Great Lent, we will have 
baskets at the candle stand and drink counter 
for the Sisterhood’s fund to provide Palms 
and willows for distribution and decoration of 
the Church during Holy Week and flowers to 
adorn the Tomb and Temple for Great and 
Holy Friday and Pascha. Please be generous 
with this collection as the Sisterhood uses 
their meager resources to cover any shortfall. 
 
Lamb for PASCHA “Break Fast” 
Following our Paschal Matins and Liturgy at 
about 3:00 a.m. we gather in the Parish Hall 
to Bless Baskets and to share a meal which 
breaks our 46 day Lenten and Holy Week 
Fast. Everyone eats from and shares from his 
or her basket as they wish but we have a 
tradition of providing roast lamb as a special 
treat that night. The last couple of years we 
have elected to roast legs of lamb on our spits. 
This is because there is much less waste that 
way. Each leg costs about $55.00 for a total of 
about $275.00. Anyone who wishes to do so, is 
invited to buy one or more roasts for this 
event. Simply mark “LAMB” on your check 
and we’ll know what it is for. 
 
Land Purchase 
With great difficulty and much complication, 
we have acquired the old Mamsuch property 
immediately across from the Church and 
Rectory.  The address is 348 East 47th Avenue. 
The purchase price was 40% of the asking 
price and your continuing offerings to the 
“Land Acquisition Fund” enabled us to make 
the required 25% down payment.  
 
This property will require some work but 
should be ready for rental by April.  
 
We are most grateful to Doug and Erin 
Busken  who devote and have devoted many 
hours of work and abundant talent to help the 
Church make and execute good business 
decisions.  
 
ADULT CLASSES 
On four consecutive Monday Evenings during 
Great Lent we will have a series of Adult 
Classes in the Church. They will be held on 
the 15th, 23rd   & 30th  March and the 6th of 
April. There are presently two possible 
topics: 
 

The Sundays of pre-Lent, Lent and 
Pascha with their ICONS. 
or 
A brief survey of the Old Testament. 
 
If you have any other ideas, please feel 
free to offer them to Fr. Joseph. Every 
year we get requests for Lenten Adult 
Classes but, when it comes down to it, 
attendance is irregular. That is why we 
are sticking to 4 sessions with one hour 
of presentation and 15 minutes for 
questions. This is also why we want your 
input as to the topic. 
 
Pan-Orthodox Vespers 
You will find included with this 
newsletter, a chart that shows the 
various locations at which Sunday night 
Pan-Orthodox Vespers will be held on 
Lenten Sunday evenings. The first week, 
as usual, we will all gather at the 
Assumption Greek Cathedral. On St. 
Gregory Palamas Sunday (The second 
Sunday of Orthodoxy) all of the 
Churches North of Castle Rock will 
gather, as usual, at our Cathedral. For 
the rest of the weeks, the parishes will 
break into five circuits. Fr. Joseph will be 
attending the Vespers at our Church in 
Colorado Springs on the 22nd of March, at 
Pueblo on the 29th and at Calhan on April 
5th. 
 
We need for our families to come 
through again this year with a Lenten 
reception for after the Service here on 15 
March. Fruit, Vegetables, non dairy dips, 
chips, nuts, spring rolls, and other 
Lenten foods are welcome. Please fix 
and bring something to share with our 
guests that night. 
 
We usually have the a good crowd. 
Vespers at Holy Assumption and 
Transfiguration will take place at 5:00 
p.m. The services in the South will be 
held at 6:00 p.m.     
 
Many Years! To Matushka Masha who 
wiil be taking over our Primary Sunday 
School Class for the rest of the School 
year. 



 
 
 

 

                                                      21 February, 2009 
 
 

Beloved in Christ, 
 
In June of 1984, during the week following St. Thomas Sunday, I flew out to 
Denver from Kansas City at the request of His Grace, Bishop Boris. What I 
discovered was a small group, a faithful remnant, of about 40 souls whose average 
age was around 60 years but who were motivated by a profound love for God and 
for the House in which God had first made His Holy Name to Dwell in the Rocky 
Mountain West. 
 
I can not and will not attempt to recount the events that lead to Matushka and I and 
our three boys coming here. I will say that the assignment from His Grace was to 
stabilize the Parish and then come back to the Midwest where he had other plans 
for me. 
 
But, as it is said, “Man proposes and God disposes”. Glory to God Who not only 
brought us here but Who  set our feet in concrete in this little bit of land which is 
sanctified by the tears, the sweat, and, yes, the blood of our founders. 
 
This year will mark our 25th Great Lent, Holy Week and Holy Pascha among you 
and on the last weekend in July we will celebrate the 25th   Anniversary of our 
arrival here. 
 
So, having been here longer than any previous Priest, I have a “wish list” for this 
Lent. I would be delighted to have so many people in Church for Forgiveness 
Vespers that we have to form a circle within a circle to ask and receive forgiveness 
from one another. I would be so pleased if our attendance at Sunday Matins were 
doubled during the Post or Great Fast.  I would rejoice if we could average 30 
souls at each of the wonderfully beautiful Pre-Sanctified Liturgies during Great 
Lent.   Finally, I wish, I pray that I may be blessed to celebrate this holy Week and 
Pascha surrounded by the little children, now adults and parents, who have been 
the hearers of my preaching and teaching for a quarter century.  
 
If God wills, Matushka and I will be here for several more years  but there will 
never be a prouder moment for us than seeing a new generation succeed to the 
leadership of this community and  knowing that, in their memory, all of the 
generation who are past are united to those who pray here today and that, by God’s 
Grace, this Temple and its congregation will remain unmoved “Unto the 
consummation of the Ages.”  
 
Sincerely Yours in the Love of our Risen Lord, 
 

Archpriest Joseph Hirsch 
 
Archpriest  Joseph Hirsch  
Dean of the Holy Transfiguration Cathedral 
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